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WILDERNESS

June 1996 saw the first International Wilderness Management Symposium to be convened on
the African continent, outside of South Africa. It was held in the Republic of Namibia, at the
Waterberg Plateau Park, and was attended by over 100 delegates from Namibia, South Africa,
Zimbabwe, Kenya, Scotland, Australia and the USA.

The positive impressions offered at the Symposium are reflected in the following quotes taken
from some of the Namibian participants’ presentations:

“The Wilderness Areas concept introduces a measure of balance in our approach to eco-tourism on the
one hand, and respect for the environment on the other. We are proud of our growing eco-tourism
industry, but we must be careful not to kill the goose that lays the golden egg.”

His Excellency Dr. Sam Nujoma, State President of the Republic of Namibia

"Wilderness does not exclude people. It is for the people. ”
Beuta Ua- Njarakana, at the time of the Symposium, Otjozonjupa Regional Governor.

"... | asked myself whether pre-colonial indigenous Namibian culture really can make relevance for a
Wilderness Conservation concept. And | thought the answer is definitely YES.”

Ben Ulenga, former Namibian High Commissioner to the United Kingdom. At the time of the Symposium, Deputy
Minister of Regional, Local Government and Housing; and previously Deputy Minister of Environment and Tour-
ism.

”Apart from fulfilling some spiritual needs of mankind, | suspect that Wilderness is by far the best option
for long-term maintenance of the broadest spectrum of bio-diversity”.
Mike Giriffin, Ministry of Environment and Tourism.

”l see Wilderness as being a very positive innovation.”
Rudi Loutit, Ministry of Environment and Tourism.

“Resource use in Wilderness should have the lowest environmental impact of any, but use opbonuni-
ties should be maximised within this context.”
Jon Barnes, Directorate of Environmental Affairs, MET.

“We need to realise that nature in general, and Wilderness areas in particular, are inherently worth
preserving just because of what they are and what they represent.

"Without Wilderness Areas for people to re-discover their souls therein, there is no hope at all.

”... Wilderness Areas are not besieged fortresses to be defended — they are the seeds of fundamental
change, both scientifically and spiritually.”

Dave Cole, Desert Research Foundation of Namibia.
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