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Human originated from the wilderness. From the beginning of human birth to the
21% century, the relationship between man and the wilderness has evolved, and the
connotation and denotation of the wilderness has been changing. In contemporary
China, the study of wilderness (wild nature) is actually a kind of ultimate question of the
relationship between man and nature. For the protection of the wilderness, it is not only
a core problem to be solved in the practice of national parks and other protected areas,
but also the responsibility of landscape architecture.

In the context of ecological civilization, we should admit that: 1) people and other
creatures together constitute the ecological community and ethical community; 2) wild
nature has the value and charm that artificial nature does not have, and helps reshape
the spiritual connection between people and nature; 3) wilderness protection not
only contributes to the conservation of biodiversity, but also helps protect the cultural
diversity associated with local communities. Based on this, we should place wilderness
protection in the central position in the construction of ecological civilization in China, as
an important strategy to deal with today's ecocrisis.

However, Chinese academia and practice relatively neglects the wilderness
protection, has insufficient knowledge of the concept of wilderness, or with
preconceived ideas, and there is still greater room for improvement in the practice of
wilderness protection. To this end, we set "Wilderness" as the theme of the June edition
of our journal, to enhance the domestic community's attention to wilderness, and do a
preliminary discussion on the wilderness research and protection in China.

The content of this topic can be summarized as three interrelated issues: first,
what is the wilderness; second, where is the wilderness; third, how to manage the
wilderness. These are the three core issues of the wilderness research and protection
practice.

On "what is wilderness", the two papers of Wilderness—International Perspectives
and the China Opportunity and The Research Framework and Key Issues of Chinese
Wilderness Studies provided international experience from the macro level for the
wilderness research and protection in China, and carried out a local exploration.
Romanticism's Perception of Nature and Wilderness Conservation in the America
traced back the history, expounded the influence of romantic philosophy on American
wilderness protection practice and looked forward to the prospect of "Chinese
philosophy goes to the wilderness".

On "where is the wilderness", Lessons from the West: Developing Wilderness
Mapping Techniques and Their Potential in China and SE Asia is a summary of the
wilderness mapping study of the West, and reviewed the wilderness identification
methods in various spatial scales—global, regional, national and local—over the past
30 years. Research on the Identification and Spatial Distribution of Wilderness Areas
at the National Scale in Mainland China studied the spatial distribution of wilderness in
China and tried to answer the key question of "quantities and distributions of wilderness
areas".

On "how to manage the wilderness", Wilderness, Rewilding and Free-willed
Ecosystems: Evolving Concepts in Stewardship of IUCN Protected Category 1b Areas
explored a number of core concepts in the management of wilderness protected areas,
with a leading edge.

It should be said that China's wilderness protection has a long way to go,
while the situation is pressing. Saying a long way to go is because we have a lot of
research work, protection practice has not yet been carried out. Saying the pressing
situation is because the wilderness is an important and sensitive resource, and it is
under great threat. However, opportunities and challenges coexist, and under the
background of ecological civilization, the pilot program of China national park system,
the reconstruction of the protected areas system, and the ecological protection
redline delineation policy, provide a rare opportunity for the establishment of Chinese
Wilderness Preservation System. In addition, the 11" World Wilderness Congress will be
held in China in 2018, which will be an important opportunity for China to participate in
the international wilderness protection movement.

Opportunities and challenges coexist. So we call the Chinese wilderness research
and protection practice to form a community. Not to be constrained by the East or the
West, the ancient or the modern, nor the disciplinary boundaries, academic institutions,
nature reserves management agencies, local communities and indigenous people,
environmental protection enterprises, environmental NGOs, outdoor enthusiasts
and most of the public, should join hands and promote the wilderness research and
protection practice of China with an open mind. We have reason to believe that the era
of wilderness protection of China is coming, and this requires our joint efforts.

In the end, | would like to thank Vance Martin, President of the WILD Foundation
and Chairman of the Wilderness Specialist Group of the World Commission on
Protected Areas of the IUCN, Alan Watson, the highest level scientist in the United
States federal government and Research Social Scientist at the Aldo Leopold Institute,
and Steve Carver, Director of Wildland Research Institute at University of Leeds,
for writing papers for this topic. They are the ones of the most influential and most
experienced experts in wilderness research and protection around the world, and they
made important contribution to the formation of the topic.
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