
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhino Aware USA Report 
 
Having departed from South Africa on 2 September 
2013, I set out, in my short time over in the USA, to 
educate the youth of the USA and to mobilize them to 
conservation and environmental engagement through the 
plight of the rhino in South Africa and around the world. 
What lay ahead of me was a 4 month cross country trip 
that would take me through the vast expanse of the USA, 
talking to schools and Universities en route.  
 

  
 
First stop, Washington DC, which was the big initial 
planning phase for the months to come. In the month I 
spent in and around the area, I was able to meet and 
engage with the following people and groups in 
preparation for my trip:  
 
• The International Conservation Caucus Fund (ICCF) – 

Karen Slovin, David Baron, John Gantt 
• US Fish and Wildlife – Michelle Gadd 
• Volkswagen Group of America – Nicole Barranco, 

Guillermo Godoy, Anna Schneider 
• The Association of Zoos and Aquariums – Steve Olson 

• The Corp Network – Joel Holthrop 
• WILD Foundation – Vance Martin and his whole team 
• The Murie Centre – Jon Mobeck, Crista Valentino and 

Kate Gersh 
 
All of these organizations and individuals took up my 
cause in their stride and facilitated in setting up talks, 
meetings and in the case of Volkswagen, provided me 
with an amazing 2012 VW Touareg TDi for the duration 
of my trip. This car formed the basis for the success of 
my trip, without which there would not have been a trip 
at all. The Touareg (which I had named Themba in 
honour of Dr William Fowlds and the Kariega Game 
Reserve) had an interesting journey, picking up an 
“injury” early on but ultimately taking me across the 
country without a single hitch or issue. Through blazing 
heat in Nevada and Utah to the freezing cold in 
Wyoming, the Touareg took in all in its stride without so 
much as a single issue.  
 
Setting out from Washington DC on 16 October, a long 
drive across the country lay ahead, filled with a multitude 
of presentations and once in a life time experiences. The 
following list summarizes the talks given throughout the 
trip, as well as the amount of presentations at each venue:  
 

• Earth Conservation Centre, Washington D.C.  
• Thomas Jefferson High School, Alexandria, VA  
• Parkersburg High School, WV, 10 Presentations 
• Carson High School, Carson, 6 presentations 
• San Pedro High School, San Pedro, CA, 3 

presentations 
• Inspire Youth Academy, Los Angeles, CA, 2 

presentations 
• Orange County Youth Centre, Los Angeles, CA,  
• All Saints Catholic School, San Leandro, CA, 2 
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presentations 
• College of the Redwoods, Eureka, CA, 2 

presentations 
• Stanwood Murphy Elementary School, Scotia, CA 
• Jackson Hole Community School, Jackson, WY 
• Teton Science School, Kelly, WY 
• University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 

 
This amounted to 13 schools, 32 talks and a total of 3500 
students in total. Talking to groups as small as 4 and as 
big as 800, the variety of students and teachers that I 
interacted with was amazing!  
 

 
 
En route across the country I was also able to meet up 
with the WILD Foundation team, the Murie Centre crew 
and a rich assortment of teachers, conservation 
enthusiasts and some generally amazing people who gave 
me the most incredible support. My entire trip relied on a 
free-flowing form of organization and so the people I 
came across were instrumental in helping to plan my trip 
as I went. From Virginia, I had a straight shot across the 
country to Los Angeles, via such places as Louisville, 
Kansas City and Moab. Once in LA, the amazing Tammy 
and Tui, teachers at Carson High School, pointed me 
toward San Francisco, on to Eureka, followed by 
reference after reference across the country. And this is 
what defined the trip, following opportunities and going 
where I was needed.  
 
The engaging nature of students at all of the schools I 
encountered and the willingness to involve conservation 
in education by all of the teachers and students was 
amazing to experience. The endearing message of my 
trip (the fact that I had quit my job and sold my car to do 
what I love) and my upbringing in South Africa (having 
grown up around lions, leopards and a variety of other 

animals) also allowed for a lot of support and interest, 
which further escalated the message and the project.  
 
Starting and finishing in Washington, DC, I drove a total 
of 8714.6 miles (13 943.36km) in 56 days on the road, 
crossing through 20 states and racking up a grand total of 
183 hours and 21 minutes of driving time, for which the 
VW Touareg was essential and also provided a good 
level of recognition and awareness with the Rhino Aware 
USA branding that was designed specially for the car.  
 
The trip enabled me to combine my passion for 
education, animals and travelling and allowed me to 
undertake, without doubt, the toughest, most exciting, 
once in a lifetime experience. It has served to show me 
the importance of conservation in education and how 
eager youth are to be involved once they are aware and 
engaged.  
 
The plight of the rhino, the elephant, the cheetah and all 
of our natural wildlife is of the utmost importance to 
conserving natural areas and protecting our environment. 
This starts with educating the youth of South Africa and 
the world to become engaged and active in the 
environment before it is too late and our Big 5 no longer 
exists.  
 
I sincerely hope that education efforts such as mine are 
encouraging people to make conservation part of their 
every day lives and I will continue to look for support to 
help organizations that are doing so much for our rhinos.  
 
Enormous thanks must go to Andrew Muir, Julie Anton 
Randall and the Wilderness Foundation team, Vance 
Martin and The WILD Foundation team, Jon Mobeck 
and The Murie Centre family and Crista Valentino and 
the inspirational rising leaders of CoalitionWILD. 
Finally, to Anna Schneider, who supported the project 
whole heartedly from its inception and was instrumental 
in arranging the most important aspect of the entire trip, 
the VW Touareg, without which the entire trip could not 
have gone ahead, and to Guillermo Godoy, for putting up 
with all of the “hitches” throughout the trip and for 
keeping things going! All of these organizations have 
been instrumental in the success of Rhino Aware USA 
and their support is something for which I will be 
eternally grateful. 
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