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PRESS RELEASE 

5 JUNE 2015 

 

WILDERNESS FOUNDATION GLOBAL LAUNCHED 

 

Wilderness Foundation Global was launched in Cape Town, South Africa, while the sessions of World 
Economic Forum sessions were underway, at a luncheon co-hosted by InvestAfrica and Wilderness 
Foundation Global. 

Wilderness Foundation Global (WFG) is a not-for-profit, international conservation organisation with 
conservation experience and expertise that began in Africa over 60 years ago through the work of the 
late Dr Ian Player, world renowned conservationist. With practical and successful programs in many 
countries, WFG focuses on protecting wilderness and wildlife on land and sea while connecting the values 
and benefits of wild nature to human communities. 

WFG Members have offices and daily operations in Africa, Europe and the Americas; extensive global 
networks and practical international conservation accomplishments through almost 40 years of its World 
Wilderness Congress; and emerging programmes in Asia and Austral-Pacific. 

“Today is a proud day for our organization” says Andrew Muir, CEO of Wilderness Foundation Global and 
Wilderness Foundation Africa.  “We are the only international conservation organization born in and 
operating out of Africa, with a focus on integrating the three key areas linked to our core business:  
Species, Spaces and People”. 

WFG’s flagship global programme is the World Wilderness Congress, the world’s longest-running, public, 
international conservation project, delivering practical and positive solutions for over 35 years. 
 
“Our projects utilize the best of science, culture, and policy, delivering positive solutions for the benefit 
of both nature and people,” says Vance Martin, President of The WILD Foundation based in the USA. 
 
Other active WFG projects are comprehensive approaches to the anti-poaching crisis; protecting the 
desert elephants of Mali; Marine Wilderness; and numerous social intervention programs addressing 
vulnerable youth by applying nature-based solutions.  

“A unique aspect of the Wilderness Foundation Global approach is demonstrating the social and 
individual benefits of wild nature and wilderness to improve physical and mental wellbeing for people. 
Projects reach some of the most disadvantaged communities in Africa and Europe at present and address 
key issues of our time with room for expansion to other parts of the world” says Jo Roberts, CEO of 
Wilderness Foundation UK. 
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ABOUT THE WILDERNESS FOUNDATION GLOBAL 
Wilderness Foundation Global (WFG) is a not-for-profit, international conservation organisation with 
conservation experience and expertise that began in Africa over 60 years ago. WFG Members have offices 
and daily operations in Africa, Europe and the Americas; extensive global networks and practical 
international conservation accomplishments through almost 40 years of its World Wilderness Congress; 
and emerging programmes in Asia and Austral-Pacific. 

 

WFG is the only international conservation organization: 

 born in and operating out of Africa 

 dedicated explicitly to wilderness awareness and protection that integrates spiritual / cultural 

/experiential values with science, policy, and business; and 

 that has always respected the important and necessary role of indigenous and community 

peoples in contemporary conservation. 

WFG priority conservation projects focus on Species, Spaces and People.  The Founding Members of WFG 
work as a close-knit and talented group based on the values of: a passion for direct conservation action; 
respect for all living things; a deep commitment to conservation education; and dedication to work that 
demonstrates integrity, transparency, sustainability, and innovation. 

 

Founding Members of WFG 

I Wilderness Foundation Africa |  www.wildernessfoundation.org 

II Wilderness Foundation UK |  www.wildernessfoundation.org.uk 

III The WILD Foundation (based in the USA) |  www.wild.com  

 

Our Vision:  Protecting wild nature while meeting the needs of human communities... for the good of 
all life on Earth 

www.wildernessfoundationglobal.org 
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